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obliged to ask the Portuguese Government for permission
for a free passage for Madame Odonais and her people.
What do you think ? Many years passed before tlie per-
mission could be given. In 1765 Godin des Odonais,
maddened by the delay, resolved to ascend the Amazon in
search of his wife at Quito; but at the moment of his
departure a sudden illness stopped him, and he could not
carry out his intention, However, his application had not
been useless, and Madame des Odonais learnt at last that
the King of Portugal had given the necessary permission,
and prepared to embark and descend the river to her
husband. At the same time an escort was ordered to be
ready in the missions of the Upper Amazon. Madame
des Odonais was a woman of great courage, as you will see
presently; she never hesitated, and notwithstanding the
dangers of such a voyage across the Continent, she
started."

" It was her duty to her husband, Manoel," said Yaqmta,
"and I would have done the same."

" Madame des Odonais," continued Manoel, " came to
Rio Bamba, at the south of Quito, bringing her brother-in-
law, her children, and a French doctor. Their endeavour
was to reach the missions on the Brazilian frontier, where
they hoped to find a ship and the escort The voyage
at first was favourable; it was made down the tributaries
of the Amazon in a canoe. The difficulties; however